MARTYRDOM OF NASIR JANG
his women also in it. Then he ordered the mahout to stand
aside. Part of the army were unaware of the French attack
or were hindered by the heavy floods; part were negligent or
pretended ignorance; thus the whole army became scattered.
There was none near or around the elephant on which the
Wazlr rode, except some bandars and torch bearers. The
rebellious enemy was advancing gradually. In the meanwhile
the day dawned and the Nawwab caught sight of two elephants
on which rode Abdu'n-Nabi Khan and Himmat Bahadur Khan,
the na&ims of Cuddapah and of Kurnool. The Wazlr direct-
ed his own elephant towards them, and contrary to practice raised
his hands to his head and salamed them first. But they pre-
tended to know him not and did not even turn their eyes to the
side of the Nawwab, The latter thought that they did not
recognise him. So he stood up, raised his hand, and salamed
them in a loud voice for the second time. This time the
shame of their being silent in the presence of the Wazlr
taught them the time-honoured rules of civilities. Then the
Wazir said: "It is incumbent on you and me, brothers of
the same faith, to fight the stranger/' In the course of this
observation Himmat Bahadur Khan aimed at the Wazlr with
the musket, and the bullet pierced his innocent heart*. Thus
Himmat Bahadur Khan carried through his life on his shoulders
the burden of everlasting contempt and perennial disgrace*
The agitation among the retinue and family resembled that of
judgment day. The destruction of the treasury, and the sacking-
of the tents seemed like the confusion "when the trumpets are
blown on the day of judgment." Brother was separated from
brother and mother from children.
(1) Dodwell and Orme say that the murder is generally ascribed to
'Abdtfn-Nabi Khan :—See Note 3, p. 52, Duplelx and Olive ; also the particle
by C. S. Srinivasachari on 'The Diary of Ananda Ranga Pillai' in Journal of
Indian History, Vol. X, pp. 158-162.
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